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President's Message

Hello brothers- and sisters-in-Christ!

 

If you are new to CF, we warmly welcome you to NTUCF. If you

were already in CF, we welcome you all back as well. It is my

great privilege to extend this invitation to be part of CF with

you all :) Even as I welcome you to be part of NTUCF, it is not

only me who invites you. Importantly, it is God who invites us all

on this journey to be part of His great plan for this fellowship

and this campus we are on.

 

In the two years I spent here, NTU-CF has given me a space

to  vocalise my thoughts, ideas and struggles of being a

Christian student. It is a space where I can fellowship with

students like myself, who are bumbling around our university

lives, trying to hear and discern God’s still small voice in every

corner of the big institution of the university. It is a space

where I can lament with friends about the difficulties and

stresses of school, to share in our struggle to see where God is

in our studies and our lives in school. It is a space to share

ministry ideas about how to reach and witness to our friends

and family around us. It is a space to walk alongside and

journey with one another, and a space to pray for one another

in every respect. Though the university presents a difficult set

of questions to the Christian student, I am glad and thankful

that I have a bunch of Christian students to grapple and

answer them with together in our years here. I hope that as you  

spend your years in the university, NTU-CF can be a community

like this for you as well!

 

I look forward to see how God will work in CF this year, and

how he will work in the hearts of each one of us. God has a

great plan for this campus. As a fellowship, we might never be

able to figure out how to do student ministry perfectly, but

God leads us and helps us along the way. We can eagerly

await to see the unfolding of God's perfect plan as we partner

with him to do His work.

 

Love,

Rebecca Goh

P R E S I D E N T ' S  M E S S A G E
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The vision of CF is to be effective salt and light of

the world on campus and later in society upon

graduation. It has taken inspiration from Matthew

5:13-16, which says,

 

"13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost

its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no

longer good for anything except to be thrown out

and trampled under people's feet. 14 “You are the

light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be

hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it

under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to

all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light

shine before others, so that they may see your

good works and give glory to your Father who is in

heaven."

 

Christ calls us the salt of the earth. Salt is

something that preserves and as Christian students,

we can help preserve what is good in the

university. We are God's seasoning agent, used to

bring the distinctive flavour of God's values to all of

life and make life palatable. For salt to be

effective, it must be in contact with the meat or

fish it is to preserve. To be effective, we must be

involved where we are placed by God, in this case,

in the university. 

Christ then calls us the light of the world. We can

shine the light of Christ. The presence of light in a

dark place will be clear and illuminating. In school,

we can touch many lives and witness for Christ.

 

How do  we be salt and light in the university?

Jesus said our light is not merely in the witness of

our words, but also in the witness of our deeds—

our “good works.” When we live as people of

blessing, we are salt and light—in our lives and in

the university.

 

NTU-CF hopes to challenge her members to

emerge from University as mature Christians

grounded in God's word, thus being better

equipped to make Godly decisions and bearing

witness for Christ wherever they go.

 

Also, we hope that all members will embrace this

vision for themselves as Christ's ambassadors on

earth. Through this, it is hoped that members will

graduate from the university with a firm grasp of

the Bible as the foundation of their thinking and

decision making; having grown closer to God;

praying more fervently and selflessly; able to share

their faith with friends and strangers; able to

defend their faith in the face of opposition; and

being involved in missions.

To Be Effective Salt 

And Light Of The World

On Campus And Later

In Society Upon

Graduation 

V I S I O N

|  0 5



Growing The Family For The
Flourishing Of All

After much discussion, prayer and thought, this is the
direction that the committee decided for the year
ahead for the Christian Fellowship. We hope to share
about how we arrived at this direction through two
images that were repeatedly brought to mind as we
went through the process: family, and farming. 
 
As Christians in NTU, we seek a Christian community
on campus to meet together, read God's word, pray,
worship, encourage and exhort one another. We hope
that CF becomes a place you can call home and find
this family of brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
As a family, we are accountable to one another in the
things that we do and in sharing about our
relationship with God. As a family, we are inclusive
and accepting of each other because we respect
and appreciate each other’s perspectives and
differences, seeking unity in that we are one body of
Christ. As a family, we eat and share in meals,
engage in table fellowship where meaningful
conversations can take place.
 
In so doing, we are growing the body of Christ and
growing this family of believers. Growing is an active
process where we sow seeds, water, nurture, and
weed. We sow seeds of the Word in our own hearts
and in the hearts of others. We water and nurture
each other, giving our time and resources to care for
each other. We also watch each other, stirring up one
another to love and good works. Alongside, we pray
fervently together to see deep roots form and fruits
bear. For we know that,
 

"neither he who plants nor he who waters is
anything, but only God who gives the growth." 
[1 Cor 3:7]
 

With God's help, we hope that we can grow together
and flourish through the restoration of relationship
with God, people and creation!

The concept of flourishing is also described in the Old
Testament by the word Shalom. When we greet each
other, 'peace be with you', or 'shalom', we refer to this
concept of flourishing. It encompasses salvation,
wholeness, integrity, community, righteousness,
justice, and well-being, among other things. It  is an
inward sense of completeness or wholeness. Shalom
denotes a right relationship with God, with others,
and with God’s good creation. It is the way God
intended things to be when he created the universe.
 
As much as the family grows and flourish together, we
know that family does not exist only for family's sake.
In Abraham's family, God calls and gives Abraham's
family much more than their own growth, 
 

"Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your
country and your kindred and your father's house
to the land that I will show you. And I will make of
you a great nation, and I will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonours you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”"
[Genesis 12:1-3]

 
As God blesses a family, God wants us to use what
He has blessed us with to be a blessing to others. As
we sow amongst ourselves, much more do we need to
sow in other people's lives too. As we are inclusive
and accepting of each other, much more do we need
to be accepting of all the people we encounter for
we are all made in God's image. As we eat and share
in meals together, much more do we need to extend
this table fellowship to the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind. [Luke 14:13-14]
 
As you come and be part of CF this year, may we
grow together as a family, so that we can flourish,
and seek the flourishing of all people and creation
around us! 
 

D I R E C T I O N
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NTU-CF was established in the early 1980s and

Fellowship of Evangelical Students (FES)

Singapore has been there to coordinate and

support this ministry among students ever

since.  NTU-CF is affiliated to a larger,

national organisation, FES Singapore. FES

Singapore is in turn affiliated to the

International Fellowship of Evangelical

Students (IFES), which consists of an

international movement of student ministries

with a presence in 170 countries. 

 

FES is an interdenominational organisation

that serves God among tertiary students and

graduates in Singapore. The mission of FES is

to be a faithful evangelical witness on

campus and in society, moulding disciples of

Jesus Christ who will be effective salt and

light of the world.

 

Under FES Singapore, there are many other

student ministries in tertiary institutions such

as NUS, SIM, polytechnics and other private

institutions. It is a great encouragement to be

alongside so many other brothers and sisters,

and NTU-CF is greatly privileged to be part of

this larger body of student ministries in

Singapore who witness for Christ in our own

respective campuses.

Find out more about FES Singapore here:

https://fessingapore.org/

F E S
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D I S T I N C T I V E

We are committed to

the good news of Jesus

Christ as revealed in

the whole Bible, which

is the Word of God, the

truth that charts the

way to life and directs

our conduct.

We are committed to

student initiative,

responsibility and

leadership in our

ministry.

We are committed to

the wholistic

development of a

person - working

towards maturity and

Christ-likeness in all

areas of life.

As part of the universal

Church, we exist to

provide a united

witness for Christ on

campus. We are

committed to serve the

local churches by

training and equipping

our members for

service. 

We are committed to

celebrating the

diversity of different

denominations and

churches. This is done

on the basis of their

subscription to the

doctrinal basis of the

Fellowship and their

commitment to the

aims of the Fellowship. 

We are committed to

the good news of Jesus

Christ by

demonstrating the

integration of faith and

life. This includes the

proclamation and

demonstration of the

gospel in all areas of

life and across cultural

and geographical

boundaries.
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D O C T R I N E S

The divine inspiration and infallibility of Holy Scriptures, as

originally given, and its supreme authority in all matters of faith

and conduct. 

The unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in the

Godhead.  

The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the

Fall, rendering man subject to God’s wrath and condemnation. 

Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only

through the shedding of the blood in the sacrificial death on

the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the only begotten

Son of God.

Salvation from eternal condemnation by grace through faith

alone in the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and His

Ascension into Heaven.  

The mediation between God and man only through the Lord

Jesus Christ, our Advocate.  

The work of the Holy Spirit to make the individual sinner realise

his salvation by faith, in Jesus Christ.  

The presence of the Holy Spirit in the believer.

The expectation of the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ

in power and glory.
|  1 0
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W H A T  W E  D O

SGs allow CF-ers to be able to gather in smaller

groups to worship, fellowship and study the Word

of God on campus. Bible studies will be led by a

Small Group Leader (SGL), who will expound on

what the scriptures are trying to convey with

regards to the bible study and to facilitate

discussions. As we come together to share our

thoughts and opinions during bible studies, we will

also be challenged to think deeper and spur one

another on to grow in our spiritual walk with God.

We hope that the presence of God’s word during

your days in school will also provide

encouragement and faith when our hearts grow

weary and heavy-laden. 

 

Furthermore, we hope that the SGs will be a

space that CF-ers can grow as a family rooted in

Christ, forming meaningful, lasting friendships with

one another in and beyond CF. Belonging to a

community of like-minded Christians on campus

that prays for and supports one another will really

be important as you journey through the ups and

downs of university life. So come and be blessed,

and in turn, be a blessing to all! 😊

 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and

good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the

more as you see the Day drawing near.”

Hebrews 10:24-25

 

Contact:

Raina Oh (9363 5161)                

Jason Cheng (9018 6737)

SMALL GROUPS (SG)
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W H A T  W E  D O

As a wholistic witness on campus, CE is a platform set up for CF-ers in

response to our Lord's command to 'Go and do likewise' (Luke 10:37). It

encourages the CF-er to engage the campus in their capacity as a Christian

Student, and challenges them to take action. Beyond representing Christ, we

are also called to live a life that brings shalom to this world. In order to align

the present reality with God’s kingdom, we must first recognise and critique the

status quo. However, we do not stop there. We dare to venture, to suggest an

alternative to the ways of the world. This is the focus of CE this year; a two

pronged to engage the campus in both aspects of our Christ-given mission.

Our journey of ambassadorship leads us to the following activities:

 

Prayer Walk 

Wondering how we can honour our identities as Christian students? Figuring

how to exercise faith on campus? Join us as we take a walk around and take in

the splendour of the campus, seeing it from a different perspective. We will be

praying for the campus, and its vibrant and energising community. 

 

Compassion Spotlight 

Uncovering, empowering, praying. At compassion spotlight, we shine the

spotlight on the groups of people on campus we do not usually interact with as

we busy from place to place. It aims to give these groups a voice to paint their

stories, in hopes that we can understand the situation and cultivate a heart to

care for them in prayer, and in deeds.

 

CE SG session 

CF encourages Small Groups to discuss adopting a practice as a family in

blessing the communities around them. Just as how God calls Abraham to be a

blessing to all the families of the earth, we too are called to be a blessing to

the people around us. In all that we do, we pray and have faith that God will

change and guide us; that we may be effective salt and light on campus and

beyond.

 

 

 

 

Contact: Guok Jia Wei (9712 0754)

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (CE)

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:8
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Fellowship Night is the communal gathering of

the christian fellowship to worship God through

song, prayer and teaching. It is an opportunity

to fellowship as an entire CF body - all small

groups coming together as one. We meet on

Tuesdays, around once a month at 6pm. As part

of our efforts to facilitate table conversations

and being a blessing to the wider community,

we would have buffet dinners for the first FN of

the semester. Join us at FN to learn about issues

pertinent to students on campus and be

challenged and shaped by God’s Word in your

understanding of these issues.

W H A T  W E  D O

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT (FN)

Ever thought about studying the bible in a more

in-depth manner, or from different

perspectives? Scripture engagement team is a

series of sessions throughout the year to

engage scripture and figuring out the nuances.

We would be exploring the prophetic books this

year, starting from the foundational level and

working upwards. The year long study would

culminate in the bible studies done in the

following academic year.   Being a student-

initiated and student-led community, our bible

studies are entirely written by CFers under the

guidance of our FES staff-worker.

 

Contact: Jethro Fernandez (8611 0856)

SCRIPTURE ENGAGEMENT

TEAM (SET)
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CFam'19 was a 3D2N camp at Boys' Brigade HQ, on 23-25 August. It inducted

freshmen and newcomers of NTU-CF, helping them find community and forge

new relationships. This year's theme, CFam, carried on from the previous year.

It represents our CF identity as one family. This theme focuses on friendships

within the CF community and how we might be able to reach out to those in

CF with an open heart and mind. The camp also aims to integrate freshmen of

CF into the family in order to provide them with a loving community, with

people to walk alongside them through their university journey. 

 

Contact: Joel Chow (9711 9320)

CFAM'19

W H A T  W E  D O
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W H A T  W E  D O

SWAT, which stands for Study (the) Word All Together, is NUS VCF and NTU CF's

biennial camp, where CFers from different campuses come together to

fellowship and study the Word of God. The camp will be held at Majodi Centre

JB, from 26 Dec to 31 Dec. We have the privilege of having Mr Jongho Kim,

assistant regional secretary of East Asia IFES, to be our camp speaker this

year, and we know that God is going to use him to challenge us during the

camp. Many consider SWAT their CF highlight, often talking about how

Inductive Bible Study (IBS) has changed/challenged the way that they read the

Bible. Also, not forgetting the many friendships that have been made during

the camp, I trust that this year's SWAT would be an unforgettable one for you

as well.

 

Contact: Kelvin Tay (8126 2410)

SWAT/BIBLE CAMP
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P L E D G I N G

some grants, most of the funding comes from our pledges and offerings. Thus,

it is a form of accountability toward NTU-CF, supporting our initiatives, and

participating in the life and growth of our ministry.

 

In writing to the church at Corinth (2 Cor 8:10-15; 2 Cor 9:6-9), Paul spoke of

giving willingly, and we would like to encourage you to read these passages

and to pray over them in taking ownership of your pledging. But I also wish to

highlight these two verses in particular:

PLEDGING
Every event and initiative organised by NTU-CF is

started, planned and executed by students, with the

help of our staff-worker Prarthi. Funds are necessary

for the running of these events. 

 

Although the Student Affairs Office provides us with

Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched

by your completion of it, according to your means. For if the willingness is

there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to

what one does not have.

2 Cor 8:11-12

We recognise God’s sovereignty and providence in our lives, and in giving, we

respond to the fact that He has provided us with more than we need, trusting

that He will continue to provide for us too, much like He provided for the

Israelites in the wilderness (2 Cor 8:14-15, Ex 16:18). Pledging is a way for CFers

to make a joyful commitment to set aside money regularly for the running of

NTU-CF, and for us to be responsible stewards of our finances as well.

 

To sum it up, CF is run by students, funded by students, and is growing with

students like you and me; I would like to encourage us to give cheerfully in CF

with whatever means we have - big or small - with our time, finances,

friendships, or spiritual gifts!

Also, feel free to refer

to this QR code for

more information on

pledging in CF. :-)
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Mark’s opening line of his gospel account reads “The beginning of the

Gospel…”. What do you think he means by this? What do you understand by

Gospel?

Share

When and how did you hear the Gospel?

Mark’s gospel account begins with John the Baptist’s ministry. This would have

been a surprise to the Jews of Jesus’ day, many of whom were awaiting and

longing for a Messiah to lead them in overthrowing the Roman government that

was ruling over them. They would not have been anticipating a prophet calling

them to repentance.

About the Roman Occupation

 

For centuries from the time of the OT right through and into NT times, Jews of

Palestine had been living under the rule of foreign superpowers (e.g. Assyrians,

Babylonians, Persians, and the Greeks). At the dawn of the NT era, Rome was

the ruling empire—militarily powerful, culturally vibrant, pagan, and wealthy.

 

The Roman Empire was known to have imposed heavy taxation on its people.

There were different kinds of taxes—individual taxes, taxes on goods, custom

taxes, transit taxes, temple taxes; all of which caused a widening gap between

the rich and the poor: debt was a significant problem. Tax collectors were

often unscrupulous, taxing more than necessary for their own profit, and thus

unpopular among the common folk.

 

Caesar Augustus (born Gaius Octavian, later adopted as heir to his granduncle

Julius Caesar) was known as “Benefactor” and “Saviour” for those whom he

ruled—during his reign, Roman poets and writers proclaimed the “eternity”

(aeternitas) of Roman rule. Following the assassination of Julius Caesar (which

brought civil unrest to Rome), Augustus was said to have inaugurated the

golden era of Pax Romana (“Roman Peace”).
|  1 9
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Herod the Great was another infamous ruler—ruling as ‘king’ of all Judaea,

Samaria and Galilee from 37 to 4 BC.  Herod was well known for his building

projects (e.g. the port of Caesarea and the Jerusalem temple) as well as his

political and psychological insecurity: he eliminated any possible threats to his

power, including his own wife and sons (see Matt 2:2). After Herod’s death in

4BC, his dominion was split between his three sons—Archelaus, who oversaw

Judea and Samaria; Herod Antipas, who ruled Galilee and Perea, and Philip,

who governed parts of Northern Transjordan. Jesus’ ministry occurred mostly in

Antipas’ Galilean territory (see Mark 6:14, Luke 23: 6-12).

 

Following Archelaus’ removal from office in AD 6, Judea and Samaria were

ruled directly by the Romans in the form of governors (also known as ‘prefect’

or ‘procurator’): the most well-known of which was Pontius Pilate.

 

(Adapted from Wenham & Walton, Exploring the New Testament, Vol. 1: The

Gospels and Acts)

The Hebrew word for repentance means, literally, ‘to turn’ or ‘to return’ (1). Jews

in that time would have understood this word within the context of their hopes

for liberation and restoration—for that to happen, Israel must repent so that her

sins would be forgiven.

Jesus himself takes up this call to repentance in Mark 1:15, “The time is fulfilled,

and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel”.   The

Greek verb metanoeo (to repent) used here is a call “to radically alter the

manner and direction of their whole life, in its basic motivations, attitudes and

objectives, for a society to radically reform its communal goals and values”

(2).   Jesus was telling his Jewish hearers to give up their own ambitions and

agendas and to turn and follow him, in his way of the kingdom. The rest of

Mark’s gospel account reveals who this Jesus is, how this Jesus fulfils yet

transforms Old Testament hopes, what his mission was, and what it means to

follow him (3).

|  2 0
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As we prepare to read and explore the book of Mark together in the year

ahead, consider this call to and message of repentance.

 

What do you think it means today to follow Jesus? How will you follow Jesus as

you begin your university term?

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you think Small Group can be a community that supports one another

in this journey of following Jesus?

(1) You can read more on repentance here: https://ruthvalerio.net/bibletheology/just-what-is-repentance/

(2) James D.G. Dunn, Christianity in the Making, Vol. 1: Jesus Remembered (Michigan, Grand Rapids, 2003), 500.

(3) What was the Occasion and Purpose of Mark’s Gospel? Since Mark’s Gospel is traditionally associated with Rome, it

may have been occasioned by the persecutions of the Roman church in the period A.D.. 64–67. The famous fire of Rome in

64—probably set by Nero himself but blamed on Christians—resulted in widespread persecution. Even martyrdom was not

unknown among Roman believers. Mark may be writing to prepare his readers for such suffering by placing before them the

life of our Lord. There are many references, both explicit and veiled, to suffering and discipleship throughout his Gospel

(see 1:12–13; 3:22,30; 8:34–38; 10:30,33–34,45; 13:8–13), https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-

bible/intro-to-mark/

|  2 1
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What is a parable?

The word 'parable' comes from the Greek word parabole, which means "to lay

alongside”. Parables use simple everyday objects to illustrate deeper truths

which might be otherwise difficult to grasp. A parable does not (necessarily)

conceal the lesson; rather, it enlightens and instructs, but often with a message

that people do not want to hear (think Nathan’s parable to King David in 2

Sam). Parables stimulate the hearer’s interest to open his/her eyes and ears

and engage his/her mind to seek truth (1).

 

Today we will be exploring what is often called the Parable of the Sower: the

parable about parables. In the Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew and John), it

is given a unique place—at the beginning of crucial instruction on parables and

the kingdom. It is also unlike most other parables, in that it is neither brief nor

simple: presenting three incidents of unsuccessful sowing, and one successful,

followed by an appeal for hearing (2).

S T U D Y  1 :  M A R K  4 THE SOIL OF OUR HEARTS

Read Mark 4:1-20 silently alone first, then appoint someone to read it aloud.

 

Mark 4:1-20 NIV (3)

1 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him

was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the

people were along the shore at the water’s edge.  2  He taught them many

things by parables,  and in his teaching said:  3  “Listen! A farmer went out to

sow his seed.4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and

the birds came and ate it up.  5  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not

have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when

the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they

had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the

plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It

came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some

a hundred times.” 9 Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about

the parables. 

(1) Adapted from Richard J. Krejcir, “Why did Jesus Teach in Parables?”, http://www.intothyword.org/apps/articles/?

articleid=78397&columnid=3801

(2) Klyne Snodgrass, Stories with Intent: A Comprehensive Guide to the Parables of Jesus, (Michigan, Grand Rapids, 2008),

157.
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S T U D Y  1 :  M A R K  4 THE SOIL OF OUR HEARTS

11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But

to those on the outside everything is said in parables 12 so that,“‘they may be

ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding;

otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t

you understand this parable? How then will you understand any

parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some people are like seed along the

path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes

away the word that was sown in them.  16  Others, like seed sown on rocky

places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no

root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of

the word, they quickly fall away.  18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns,

hear the word;  19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and

the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it

unfruitful.20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and

produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was

sown.”

(1) Adapted from Richard J. Krejcir, “Why did Jesus Teach in Parables?”, http://www.intothyword.org/apps/articles/?

articleid=78397&columnid=3801

(2) Klyne Snodgrass, Stories with Intent: A Comprehensive Guide to the Parables of Jesus, (Michigan, Grand Rapids, 2008)

(3) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011

by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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S T U D Y  1 :  M A R K  4 THE SOIL OF OUR HEARTS

Being a disciple and/or an apostle of Jesus was to be in a privileged position;

to be able to learn directly from Jesus and glean much from his teachings. The

disciples would have been expected to bear much fruit like the seeds that

landed in the good soil. Yet in v. 13, Jesus said to the disciples: "Don't you

understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable?” (NIV)

 

Despite having followed Jesus, the disciples did not understand his parable—

they were as the crowd were, unable to comprehend. Why do you think they

were unable to understand the parable?

 

 

 

 

Jesus appears to be telling his disciples that at times they are no different from

the crowd—lacking a realistic understanding of where they really stand. Reflect

on your own life as a follower of Christ. What kind of soil are you?

What do you think these symbols represent? Discuss
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S T U D Y  1 :  M A R K  4 THE SOIL OF OUR HEARTS

There are potentially many questions that could have arisen in your study of this

parable—the “careless” action of the sower in sowing indiscriminately, what

kind of seed this is, whether plowing occurs before or after sowing etc. The

parable is not concerned with these details—nor do they appear important in

understanding of the parable. The focus of the parable is the soil on which the

seed falls—the emphasis on receptivity and conditions of the soil. The

challenge Jesus gives for the one with ears to hear further indicates that the

focus is the reception of the Word—warning against superficial hearing and

anticipating real and productive hearing. In Jesus’ telling of the parable, it is

the stance of the willingness to hear and obey that determines whether one is

‘outside’ or ‘inside’ (Mark 4:11).

 

So what does this parable have to do with you as a university student?

 

Theologian Brian A. Williams talks about how the University is “…a convoluted,

maddening and contentious cultural institution that praises novelty, promotes

rivalry, and rewards self-promotion. It’s also a glorious, inspiring, and beneficial

institution that nurtures human flourishing…” (4). Your time in university will be a

time where you are hearing, inquiring into and learning many new things:

 

Amidst all this, how will Christ be the orienting voice as you navigate through

university life? What steps or practices should you put into place to cultivate

your heart to be more attentive and receptive to God’s word?

(4) Brian A. Williams, “To Wonder, Learn and Love: Christian humanism in the modern university”,

https://ifesworld.org/en/journal/to-wonder-learn-and-love-brian-a-williams/
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S T U D Y  2 :  M A R K  5 RISKY BEHAVIOUR

Read Mark 5:24-28 (1).

 

24  So Jesus went with him.A large crowd followed and pressed around

him. 25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve

years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and

had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 When

she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his

cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.”

 

What condition was the woman suffering from? How do you think this would

have affected how society viewed and treated her? 

Refer also to Leviticus 15:25-27, 31.

The Woman’s Condition

Mark describes the woman’s condition as a mastix, a graphic expression

meaning “whip, lash, scourge, or torment” (rf. Acts 22:24, Heb 11:36. The term

combines physical suffering and shame, something akin to severe punishment.

Mark’s literary style in describing the woman’s condition draws attention to her

plight: having a blood flow, having suffered from many doctors, having

exhausted all her wealth, having not improved but having gotten worse. She

suffered much from many physicians, exhausted all her resources, and gained

nothing (2).

(1) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984,

2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

(2) Adapted from James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Mark: The Pillar New Testament Commentary,

(Michigan, Grand Rapids, 2002),

Why did the woman choose to secretly touch Jesus’ clothes instead of directly

asking him to heal her? (Compare her behaviour with Jairus’ request, for

example).
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Read Mark 5: 29-33 (1). 

 

29  Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was

freed from her suffering. 30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out

from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked,  “Who touched my

clothes?” 31  “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples

answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32 But Jesus kept looking

around to see who had done it.  33  Then the woman, knowing what had

happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him

the whole truth.

 

Identify the different persons/groups in this story. What might they have been

thinking/feeling?

 

 

 

 

In v.30 we read that Jesus perceived that power had left him and called

attention to the fact by asking who had touched him. In so doing, Jesus was

allowing the woman to identify herself, drawing her out of the crowd so as to

not recede into anonymity.

 

What risks do you think the woman would have had to take in publicly

identifying herself and explaining her actions?

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus responds to the woman’s confession by calling her “Daughter” (v. 34).

What is the significance of his address to the woman and the listening crowd?
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What risks do you think Jesus would have had to take in healing the woman?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recall CF’s prayer walk@NTU and reflect on your own observations of campus

and society. Who are some people who might identify with this woman?

 

 

 

 

 

 

What risks are we willing (or unwilling!) to take to act on the model that Jesus

has set for us?
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S T U D Y  3 :  M A R K  6 GOOD RECEPTION

Read Mark 6:1-6 (1).

 

1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2

When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who

heard him were amazed. “Where did this man get these things?” they asked.

“What’s this wisdom that has been given him? What are these remarkable

miracles he is performing? 3  Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and

the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?”

And they took offense at him. 4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without

honor except in his own town, among his relatives and in his own home.” 5 He

could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and

heal them.  6  He was amazed at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went around

teaching from village to village.

 

Why did the people from Jesus’s hometown take offense at him? What kind of

teacher do you think they were expecting?

 

 

 

 

 

In what ways are we similar to the people of Nazareth? Who are we willing to

receive instruction or wisdom from, and what kinds of expectations do we have

of our pastors and teachers?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984,

2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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S T U D Y  3 :  M A R K  6 GOOD RECEPTION

A staff, a belt, a cloak and sandals...

The four items required by the Twelve are identical to the belongings that God

instructs the Israelites to take on their flight from Egypt: cloak, belt, sandals,

and staff in hand (rf. Exod 12: 11). These recall the haste and expectation of

Exodus—that the message being proclaimed and enacted by the disciples is

one of liberation. It is good news! 

 

What was startling however, was that Jesus instructs the disciples on what not

to take as well. Scholars agree that what the disciples had was insufficient to

sustain them—they would have had to rely on the generosity of their hosts.

What do you think was the effect of Jesus’ instructions on the relationship

between the disciples and their hosts?

Read Mark 6: 7-13 (1).

 

7 Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave

them authority over impure spirits.8 These were his instructions:  “Take nothing

for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your

belts. 9 Wear sandals but not an extra shirt.10 Whenever you enter a house, stay

there until you leave that town.  11  And if any place will not welcome you or

listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony

against them.”12  They went out and preached that people should

repent.  13  They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with

oil and healed them.

 

Place yourself in the sandals of the travelling disciple. How would you feel if

your Master gave you these instructions before you set off on a mission to

proclaim and demonstrate the good news of the Kingdom of God?
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S T U D Y  3 :  M A R K  6 GOOD RECEPTION

“Shake off the dust that is on your feet…”

 

meant essentially treating these Jewish cities as if they were unclean, pagan

cities, no dust of which true followers of God would want remaining on them.

Jews customarily shook the dust from their feet when they returned from gentile

territory (2).

The disciples had to be welcomed into the villagers’ homes as guests, and their

basic needs such as shelter, food for the night, and maybe an extra set of

clothes depended very much on the villagers’ hospitality. The disciples thus had

to be ready to receive hospitality from the very people they were seeking to

minister to! 

When we seek to reach out to others, we tend to adopt the stance of a “giver”

and view our invitees/host communities as beneficiaries, recipients of our gifts,

service or freebies. While that may not be inherently wrong, it is worthwhile

considering our posture in relating to and willingness to receive from those we

seek to ‘reach out’ to.

 

What do you think a posture of ‘receiving’—especially from those whom CF

desires to reach out to—looks like today?

 

 

 

 

The passage before this highlights Jesus’ reception by his own hometown at

Nazareth, where they took offense (3) at him and rejected him. Jesus was not

the kind of teacher they were expecting to receive or learn from.

 

Consider both passages. What have you learnt regarding how we should

approach and relate to others?

(2) Robert A. Guelich, Word Biblical Commentary, Volume 34a: Mark 1–8:26 (Michigan, Grand Rapids, 2015)

(3) In this scene, their amazement is sceptical, and their scepticism is related to Jesus’ family and the source of his special

powers. Because they knew his family and regard him as one of themselves, they “take offense” at him. |  3 2



S T U D Y  4 :  M A R K  7 TRADITION!

Read Mark 7: 1-5 (1). 

 

1 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from

Jerusalem gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food

with hands that were defiled,  that is, unwashed. 3  (The Pharisees and all the

Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to

the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they do

not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the

washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the

law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the

elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”

 

“The Jews would rub shoulders with Gentiles or unclean Jewish sinners in the

marketplace.” (2)

“Returning from the marketplace would incur a second-grade uncleanness,

where contact with various unclean things and people would render one

unclean. The Pharisees were scrupulous about washing their hands as part of

ritual purity, though this rule was not found in the Old Testament and may have

originally derived from Greek influence.” (3)

 

Having read the above statements, what do you think was the significance of

washing one’s hands, especially after returning from the marketplace?

 

 

The concept of purity (clean vs unclean) was a very significant part of Jewish

culture. In keeping with the Torah and oral tradition, they were to strive to keep

themselves ‘clean’, by going through rituals of cleansing and keeping away

from defilement (by avoiding things that would defile them).

 

Why then did Jesus allow his disciples to eat without washing their hands?

(1) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,

Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

(2) Hugh Anderson, The New Century Bible Commentary: The Gospel of Mark (Michigan: Wm B Eerdmans, 1981)

(3) Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament, 2nd ed. (United States of America:

InterVarsity Press, 2014)
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S T U D Y  4 :  M A R K  7 TRADITION!

“You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to

observe your own traditions!”  Read Mark 7: 6-13 (1).  Jesus also rebukes the

Pharisees using the example of Corban.

 

6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it

is written:“‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from

me.7 They worship me in vain;    their teachings are merely human rules.’ 8 You

have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human

traditions.”9  And he continued,  “You have a fine way of setting aside the

commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! 10 For Moses said,

‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother

is to be put to death.’ 11 But you say that if anyone declares that what might

have been used to help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to

God)—  12  then you no longer let them do anything for their father or

mother.  13  Thus you nullify the word of God  by your tradition  that you have

handed down. And you do many things like that.”

 

Corban, which in Hebrew means “offering”, was a rabbinic custom derived

from the practice of devoting particular goods to the Lord (described in Lev

27:28 and Num 18:14). There is some uncertainty as to the exact ways in which

Corban may have been practiced in Jesus’s time. A son would vow to dedicate

objects, income or property to the Temple, committing these items to the realm

of the sacred. After he died, these items would belong to the temple. In the

meantime, he still retained possession of said objects, income, property or the

crops of the field that were offered as Corban. This passage suggests that

sons were using the tradition of Corban as an excuse not to support their

parents.

 

Why does Jesus rebuke them and call their usage of such traditions

hypocritical?
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S T U D Y  4 :  M A R K  7 TRADITION!

Read Mark 7: 14-23 (1).

 

14 Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and

understand this.  15  Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into

them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.” [16] 17 After

he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this

parable. 18 “Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters

a person from the outside can defile them? 19 For it doesn’t go into their heart

but into their stomach, and then out of the body.”  (In saying this, Jesus

declared all foods clean.) 20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what

defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts

come—sexual immorality, theft, murder,  22  adultery, greed,  malice, deceit,

lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.  23  All these evils come from

inside and defile a person.”

 

What do you think is/are Jesus’ teaching point(s) in this passage?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditions may serve to point others to God – or they may implicitly (or

explicitly!) communicate “you don’t belong!”

 

How are we, at times, like the Pharisees? What are some of our religious

practices, norms or traditions today that may be carried out in a way that

excludes or is unfair to others?
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S T U D Y  5 :  M A R K  8 WHOSE CHRIST IS JESUS ANYWAY?

Who is Jesus to you? How would you describe him to a friend?

 

 

 

Jesus's journey turns to the villages around Caesarea Philippi (1), which were

Gentile territories. On the way, he directs an important question to his disciple

—an unusual rabbinic custom, for typically it was the disciples who asked

questions of their master.

“the Christ”?

"Christ" comes from the Greek word christos, which is used in the Septuagint

(Greek translation of Hebrew Scripture) to translate the Hebrew word masah,

designating a person appointed by God for a specific role. It grew into a belief

during the OT times to the NT times that a masah/Messiah/anointed one would

deliver them and establish his kingdom. Most believed that this Messiah would

restore sovereignty to Israel and come from the line of David (2).

Read Mark 8: 27-29 (3).

 

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On

the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 28 They replied, “Some say

John the Baptist;  others say Elijah;  and still others, one of the prophets.”

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered,

“You are the Messiah.”

(1) Caesarea Philippi was a city known especially for its grotto dedicated to the worship of Pan, a Greek god: its population

was chiefly non Jewish. It was the capital of Philiip’s kingdom (one of Herod’s sons), so named in order to distinguish it from

Caesarea Maritima, on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Locate both places on the map in your Intro study!

(2) Joel Green et al., Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (Illinois, Downers Grove, 2013) 159-163.

(3) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011

by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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S T U D Y  5 :  M A R K  8 WHOSE CHRIST IS JESUS ANYWAY?

Jesus asks his disciples regarding the rumours surrounding his identity, then

directs the same question again to them.

Why do you think he did this? Evaluate the people's answers in contrast to

Peter's.

 

 

 

Read Mark 8: 30-33 (1).

 

30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 31 He then began to teach

them that the Son of Man  must suffer many things  and be rejected by the

elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law,  and that he must be

killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter

took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But when Jesus turned and looked

at his disciples, he rebuked Peter.  “Get behind me, Satan!” he said.  “You do

not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

 

After Jesus speaks plainly about his mission, Peter epitiman "began to rebuke"

him. Elsewhere in Mark, the term "rebuke" is only used in relation to unclean

spirits. The choice of words suggests Peter used harsh language, conveying the

depth of Peter’s offense at Jesus's teaching.

 

What does this reveal about Peter’s understanding of ‘the Christ’?

 

 

 

Jesus turns Peter's rebuke on him. What is Jesus referring to when he says Peter

only has in mind the "things of man"?

(1) Caesarea Philippi was a city known especially for its grotto dedicated to the worship of Pan, a Greek god: its population

was chiefly non Jewish. It was the capital of Philiip’s kingdom (one of Herod’s sons), so named in order to distinguish it from

Caesarea Maritima, on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Locate both places on the map in your Intro study!

(2) Joel Green et al., Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (Illinois, Downers Grove, 2013) 159-163. |  3 7



S T U D Y  5 :  M A R K  8 WHOSE CHRIST IS JESUS ANYWAY?

Prevailing ideas of the time would have shaped and coloured Peter's

understanding of the Messiah and his mission, thus affecting the way he

responded to Jesus. How might popular culture affect our understanding of

Jesus?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Mark 8: 34-9:1 (1).

 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and

follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life[b] will lose it, but whoever

loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.  36  What good is it for

someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone

give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in

this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man  will be ashamed of

them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

Chapter 9

1 And he said to them,  “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not

taste death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”

 

The interaction thus surfaces both the disciples’ and the people’s misguided

expectations of Jesus. It is at this juncture that Jesus calls the crowd and his

disciples, telling them to take up their cross.

 

Today, the cross is a common and acceptable symbol of Christianity. During

Jesus's time however, it was associated with a shameful death reserved for

lower-class criminals, and carried with it the stigma of the hated Roman

oppression. Imagine how repulsive and jarring it would have been to be told to

“take up your cross”! Jesus was effectively telling people that if they desired to

follow him, they had to be prepared to suffer and die.
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S T U D Y  5 :  M A R K  8 WHOSE CHRIST IS JESUS ANYWAY?

Consider carefully Jesus’ radical call to discipleship and reflect on your earlier

discussion of the Christ. Have we misunderstood Jesus’ leading in our lives? Are

we really following Jesus to the cross?

Share and pray with one another.

 

 

 

 

 

“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

‘Twould be an offering far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

 

So goes the final stanza of the famous hymn ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’

by Isaac Watts. We have seen in this passage how that following Jesus—being

his disciple—has to do with understanding the person of Christ, and in one’s

self-denial and suffering. Reflect on your response at the start of this study.

How far are you willing to suffer and die in following this Jesus—what do you

think that looks like today on campus?
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S T U D Y  6 :  M A R K  1 1 A FIG SANDWICH

What is the CF’s purpose for existence in NTU? How is this purpose reflected

through our activities?

 

 

 

Read Mark 11: 12-21 (1). 

 

12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in

the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he

reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for

figs.  14  Then he said to the tree,  “May no one ever eat fruit from you

again.”  And his disciples heard him say it. 15  On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus

entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were buying and

selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches

of those selling doves,  16  and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise

through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written:

‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made

it ‘a den of robbers.’” 18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this

and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole

crowd was amazed at his teaching. 19  When evening came, Jesus and his

disciples went out of the city. 20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw

the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus,

“Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”

 

“When the young leaves are appearing in Spring, every fertile fig tree will have

some [tiny figs] on it, even though the season for edible figs has not arrived.

When the leaves are fully developed, the fruit ought to be mature also…” (2)

 

Why was Jesus so upset about not finding fruit on the fig tree with leaves

despite that fact that "it was not the season for figs" (v. 13)?

(1) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,

Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

(2) Geoffrey Bromiley ed., The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: E-J (Michigan: Eerdmans, 1982), 302. |  4 0



S T U D Y  6 :  M A R K  1 1 A FIG SANDWICH

This diagram maps out the

entire temple grounds. Each

court was designated for a

different group of people.

The merchants were selling

goods at the same time and

in the same place as where

the Gentiles worshipped –

the Court of the Gentiles

(equivalent to a worship hall

in today’s context). Jesus’

actions occurred in this

section of the temple.

 

Why did Jesus criticize the

happenings in this part of

the temple?

Jesus contrasted the purpose of the temple as “a house of prayer” with what

the people had made it into, “a den of robbers” (v. 17). Jesus quotes part of a

passage from Isaiah that reflects the prophet’s vision of a time when the

nations would come to Jerusalem for worship (Isaiah 56: 1-8). God had

intended a place where peoples from all nations would be welcome. This

passage in Isaiah is linked to a temple sermon by the prophet Jeremiah in

speaking of “this house” that has become a “den of robbers”.

 

Read Jeremiah 7: 1-11 and consider Jesus’ criticism of the temple activities. How

had the people’s behaviour outside the temple made it a “den of robbers”?
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S T U D Y  6 :  M A R K  1 1 A FIG SANDWICH

What is the parallel between the fig tree and the temple in this passage?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The temple was not only the heart of Israel’s religious life, but also the symbol

of its national identity. Figs have been used to symbolize the people of God

and their obedience, through prophetic use of fig trees and their fruit. (See

most obviously Jer 8: 13, 24: 1-10, Ho 9: 19, Mi 7:1). The fig tree was also an

emblem of peace and wholeness (eg., Mic 4:4, Zech 3:1).

 

What was the original call of Israel that the Jews had strayed from? (Refer also

to Isaiah 42:6, Isaiah 49:6)
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In his presentation of these stories, Mark uses his characteristic “sandwich”

technique (3): the story of the fig tree being used as a frame for another, and

both stories meant to interpret each other. At the heart of cursing of the fig

tree and the action in the temple is the (lack of) fruitfulness; that which is

appealing from a distance, on closer inspection, has no real fruit to offer up to

Jesus/ God.

 

Consider again your response to the first question on the CF’s purpose.

Perhaps we may appear to be a ministry that is well functioning with the

various activities being held every week. If Jesus were to come to our CF this

week, what do you think he would have to say? Are we fulfilling our purpose as

a ministry on campus?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect: What is your role within the CF in shaping and fulfilling the purpose of

CF in NTU?

(3) This is a literary technique, also known as intercalation, whereby Mark “interrupts” a story with what appears

to be an unrelated story.
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Jesus is in the neighbourhood of Bethany (1), often popularly referred to as The

House of the Poor.  He is invited to dinner at the house of Simon the leper (2),

when an incident takes place…

 

Read Mark 14:3-9 (3).

 

3  While he was in Bethany,  reclining at the table in the home of Simon the

Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made

of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 4 Some

of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of

perfume?  5  It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the

money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly. 6  “Leave her

alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing

to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any

time you want. But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could. She

poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell

you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done

will also be told, in memory of her.”

 

Identify anything peculiar or striking about the woman's actions.

(1) Bethany was located slightly more than 2km east of Jerusalem, on the lower eastern slopes of the Mount of Olives.

(2) While the text identifies the house as belonging to that of Simon the leper, it was unlikely that Simon was still leprous—

he would have been isolated from society if so. More likely, Simon had been healed of his leprosy, possibly even by Jesus

himself.

(3) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011

by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
|  4 4



S T U D Y  7 :  M A R K  1 4 BEAUTIFUL WASTE

Consider the following:

 

“A denarius was a normal day's wage in Palestine (Matt 20:2). Three hundred

denarii were thus equivalent to a year's earnings. Women were by and large

excluded from careers that afforded the possibility of earning such wages or

procuring objects of such value. The nard was very probably a family heirloom,

in which case it possessed a sentimental value in addition to its monetary

value” (4).

 

“The “alabaster of ointment of nard” was a globular vase made of alabaster

and containing an oil extracted from plant native to India. Its pungent perfume

invites the reader to smell as well as to see and hear the scene. This imported

luxury was costly: “More than three hundred denarii” means approximately the

annual wages of a rural day-laborer (cf. Matt. 20:2)” (5).

 

What do you think motivated the woman to do something so extravagant?

What is the significance of breaking the jar, and possible consequences for the

woman?

 

 

 

Compare the reaction of the disciples to that of Jesus:  Were the disciples’

concerns valid?

 

 

 

 

Why then did Jesus dispute their assessment of the woman’s actions, calling her

act a “beautiful thing (Gk. kalos (6))”?

(4) James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Mark: The Pillar New Testament Commentary, (Michigan, Grand Rapids,

2002)

(5) Lamar Williamson Jr., Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, (Kentucky, Louisville, 2009)
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(6) Ibid. Kalos can mean good (morally right) or beautiful (aesthetically pleasing), but in the present context it

means more than either of the above. To give to the poor is right (v. 7), but the woman’s deed is of a different

order of rightness. To anoint the head with perfume is aesthetically pleasing, but the woman’s act is of a higher

order of beauty. What she does is admirable because it is timely. The beauty of her extravagant and

apparently wasteful gesture is due to the particular situation: Jesus is about to die.

“…the poor you will always have with you,”

When Jesus says this he isn’t excusing institutional poverty that’s created by

unjust economic relations—throughout the Gospel accounts he criticizes the

teachers of the law for exploiting the weak! Jesus’ response contains an echo

of Deuteronomy 15:11, which urges generosity to the poor, who will always be in

the land. Jesus remarks that the amount of time of available to perform acts of

extravagant love for him—whose time is almost up—is limited, while the poor by

contrast will be available to receive such acts of loving-kindness.

In this day and age, we can no longer give directly to Jesus as the woman did.

How can you give extravagantly to God today? What would you sacrifice as

your kalos act?
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The Passover festival commemorates and celebrates the way God delivered

the peoples of Israel from slavery in Egypt and established a covenant with

them. At the center of the Passover is a shared meal; Scripture records a brief

description of the menu of roasted lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs

(Exodus 12-13, Numbers 9: 1-14). The meal not only recalls the events of Exodus

but invites and involves each generation in that experience as present reality—

all generations of Israel were to identify with those who had gone before them,

had received God’s promises, and had experienced his deliverance

(Deuteronomy 5:2-4). While the specifics of and explanations for the meal

developed over the years, the Passover meal continues to play an integral role

in the life of the Jewish people.

 

Read Mark 14: 12-25 (1).

 

12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary

to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want

us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 13 So he sent two

of his disciples, telling them,  “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of

water will meet you. Follow him.  14 Say to the owner of the house he enters,

‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with

my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready.

Make preparations for us there.” 16  The disciples left, went into the city and

found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.

17  When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve.  18  While they were

reclining at the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me

—one who is eating with me.” 19 They were saddened, and one by one they said

to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” 20  “It is one of the Twelve,”  he

replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son of Man will go

just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of

Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 22 While they were

eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave

it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”

(1) New International Version (NIV) Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984,

2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
|  4 7



S T U D Y  8 :  M A R K  1 4 COME TO THE TABLE

Jesus uses this occasion many years later to announce that God is now making

a new covenant through his own sacrificial death. Through the command to

eat and drink in remembrance of him, Jesus introduces a significant new

emphasis to the Passover meal: it points toward his impending sacrifice and

act of deliverance and calls those who partake in it into fellowship with him

and one another.

 

This table fellowship became a significant feature of the early Christian

communities. Ever since that night, followers of Jesus have re-enacted what he

did with the breaking of the bread and sharing of the cup, in a practice that

later came to be called the Lord’s Supper (or Eucharist, or Communion (2)).

 

Share with the SG how you celebrate the Lord’s Supper/how the Lord’s Supper

is celebrated in your church. What of this practice is memorable or significant

to you?

(2) There are many other names that are not captured here—for example, African Americans in the United Church of Christ

call the Eucharist “The Welcome Table”.

(3) The two miraculous feedings earlier in Mark’s gospel account (Mark 6:31-44, Mark 8:1-9) foreshadow this final supper

that Jesus shares with his closest disciples. At all three events, Jesus takes the bread, blesses the bread, breaks the bread,

and gives to all present.

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and

they all drank from it. 24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out

for many,” he said to them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the

fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
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(2) There are many other names that are not captured here—for example, African Americans in the United

Church of Christ call the Eucharist “The Welcome Table”.

(3) The two miraculous feedings earlier in Mark’s gospel account (Mark 6:31-44, Mark 8:1-9) foreshadow this

final supper that Jesus shares with his closest disciples. At all three events, Jesus takes the bread, blesses the

bread, breaks the bread, and gives to all present.

The Meal he gave us…

During the last supper (3), Jesus compares the shared loaf with his body, and

the shared cup with his blood. Jesus’ sacrifice is the basis for the establishment

of a new covenant community, and the continued unity and fellowship of those

around the table in generations to come forms the ongoing celebration of the

Lord’s Supper. Through the act of partaking in this meal together, we recognize

that

We are invited to this table-meal by God as an act of hospitality, coming

not just as forgiven sinners, but as those who have been given new life in

Christ Jesus. He is present in us through his Spirit.

We share and celebrate in this meal together as God’s family.

We belong not only to God, but as the body of Christ, belong also to one

another.

We re-enact and reaffirm our root experience in Christ: it is as though we

are there, with Jesus, at his final meal – and this becomes a foretaste of the

banquet to come in the new age.
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Listen to this song:

Come to the table and savor the sight

The wine and the bread that was

broken

And all have been welcomed to come

if they might

Accept as their own these two tokens

 

The bread is His body, the wine is the

blood

And the one who provides them is true

He freely offers, we freely receive

To accept and believe Him is all we

must do

 

Come to the table and taste of the

glory

And savor the sorrow, He's dying

tomorrow

The hand that is breaking the bread

Soon will be broken

 

And here at the table, sit those who

have loved you

One is a traitor and one will deny

But He's lived his life for them all

And for all be crucified

(4) Michael Card, Come to the Table: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VY0s6n0u9Vs

Come to the table and see in His eyes

The love that the Father has spoken

And know you are welcome, whatever

your crime

For every commandment you've broken

 

For He's come to love you and not to

condemn

And He offers a pardon of peace

If you'll come to the table, you'll feel in

your heart

The greatest forgiveness, the greatest

release

 

Come to the table and taste of the

glory

And savour the sorrow, He's dying

tomorrow

The hand that is breaking the bread

Soon will be broken

 

And here at the table, sit those who

have loved you

One is a traitor and one will deny

But He's lived his life for them all

And for all be crucified
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Take some time to digest what you have just heard. What stands out to you in

this song? What does it mean for you to come to the table? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does participating in the Lord’s Supper now mean to you?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to pray as an SG

 

Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal

your son established a new covenant for all people,

and in the washing of feet

he showed us the dignity of service.

Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit

these signs of our life in faith

may speak again to our hearts,feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies (5).

 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

(5) From Revised Common Lectionary Prayers.
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Mark’s account of the Gospel reveals and proclaims the person of Christ, the

true meaning of discipleship and the qualities demanded of a follower of

Jesus. Take some time to look through the previous studies and recollect your

SG’s journey through Mark. What have you learnt? Share and discuss.
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